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Board Chair Nathanael O’Hara called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  PRESENT:  Nathanael O’Hara, 

Connie Welch, Laura Tucker, Jennifer James-Wilson, and Keith White; Gerry Coker and Henry 

Veitenhans, Student Representatives.   Also present were Superintendent Polm, staff, and community 

members. 

 

Laura Tucker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Agenda Approval 

Keith White moved to approve the agenda.  Jennifer James-Wilson seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

Recognition 

Superintendent 

Superintendent Polm presented the following student-athletes with certificates of recognition: 

 Berkley Hill and Detrius Kelsall – League Co-MVP, Boys’ Basketball 

 Kaiden Parcher – All-League, Boys’ Basketball 

 Kaitlyn Meek and Jasmani Apker-Montoya – All-League, Girls’ Basketball 

 Ally Bradley and Brenna Franklin – All-League, Wrestling 

 Tom Webster, 1A Olympic League Coach of the Year, Basketball 

 

Dr. Polm read proclamations from Governor Inslee recognizing Classified Employee Week March 13-

17, 2017 and School Retirees Appreciation Week, March 13-19, 2017. 

 

Public Comments 

The following people spoke in favor of naming the new elementary school Chetzemoka Elementary:  

Elaine Grinnell, Jamie Valdez, Laura Price, Francis Charles, Katherine Baril, and Robert Francis, and 

sang a Native American “helping” song.  Ms. Grinnell shared some examples of Native American 

curriculum. 

 

Board Correspondence 

The board recognized the following correspondence regarding the new elementary school name: 

Sabrina McQuillen, Jacob Hill, Tom Thiersch, Chris Crubaugh, Val Johnstone, and Forest Shomer.  

Superinendent Polm reviewed the letter from the Adolescent Sleep, Health, and School Starts National 

Conference. 

 

Reports 

Student 

Gerry Coker, ASB (Associated Student Body) Representative, reported the student body is preparing for 

the Tolo Dance, revising their constitution regarding elections, and encouraging more sports 

participation. 

 

Music in the Schools Month – Daniel Ferland 

Daniel Ferland, reported on the following: 

 High School orchestra trip to Vancouver, B.C., March 8-11, 2017 

 Recent state adjudication in Port Angeles  

 High School Orchestra and Blue Heron Festival Orchestra concert on March 7, 2017 
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 Research article from the University of Kansas regarding the link between music education and 

academic achievement. 

 A short excerpt of the High School orchestra was played via YouTube from their Vancouver, B.C. 

trip 

 

Superintendent Polm 

Dr. Polm reported on the following: 

 A one-year extension to the current levy cliff approved by the state legislature 

 Monthly Learning Walks to visit classrooms 

 Higher Education Opportunities in East Jefferson County Survey results 

 Elks Youth Awards on January 5, 2017.  Nicholas Massie and Seamus Waibel from Port Townsend 

were among the students honored. 

 Center for Educational Effectiveness survey taking place in the district 

 

24-Credit Diploma – Superintendent Polm 

Superintendent Polm explained that the State of Washington now requires students to obtain 24 credits 

in order to graduate, which in most districts, including Port Townsend, will begin with the class of 2019. 

Graduation rates for Port Townsend students, bell schedules, and course offerings were discussed. 

Principal Ehrhardt explained current and future plans for credit recovery and other course offerings.  The 

board discussed their interest in moving to a 7-period concept at PTHS and aligning the middle school 

and high school schedules. 

 

Since Time Immemorial Curriculum Report – Ann Healy-Raymond 

Ms. Healy-Raymond said a survey was sent to teachers throughout the district to gather information on 

how Native American studies are implemented in classes.  The results of that survey and partnerships 

between the district and local tribes were discussed. 

 

Board Chair O’Hara called a 5-minute recess at 8:02 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:07 p.m. 

 

Action Items 

Approve the Name for the New Elementary School 

Mr. O’Hara explained the process that was used to submit names for consideration, and reviewed the 

matrix that was used. Per Board Policy 6970, it is the responsibility of the school board to choose the 

name.  Discussion followed.  Mr. White moved to choose “Salish Coast Elementary” as the name for the 

new elementary school.  Ms. Welch seconded and the motion carried 4-1.   

 

Approval of Resolution 17-01: Proclamation of Classified School Employee Week 

Ms. James-Wilson moved to approve 17-01.  Ms. Tucker seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

Approval of Resolution 17-02: Proclamation of School Retirees Appreciation Week 

Ms. Tucker moved to approve Resolution 17-02. Ms. James-Wilson seconded and the motion carried 5-

0. 

Policy 3140 – Release of Resident Students 

Superintendent Polm explained the minor changes to this policy.  This policy will be on the March 27, 

2017 regular meeting for approval. 

Policy 3414 – Infectious Diseases 
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Superintendent Polm explained the minor change to this policy regarding state regulations. 

Policy 3416 – Medication at School 

Superintendent Polm explained the changes to this policy were around nasal inhalers.  Mr. White 

pointed out some possible typographical errors on Page 1. 

Policy 3420 – Anaphylaxis Prevention and Response 

Superintendent Polm explained revisions to the policy allow employees to administer epi pens. 

 

Board Member Announcements/suggestions for Future Meetings 

Mr. White will not be at the March 27, 2017 Regular Meeting.  The WSSDA (Washington State School 

Directors’ Association) Regional Meetings were discussed.  Superintendent Polm will be out of the 

district Tuesday, March 14 through Friday, March 17, 2017.  Principal Ehrhardt will be acting 

superintendent while he is gone.  Superintendent Polm reminded the board of the audit exit conference 

on March 30, 2017 at 10:00 a.m., and the Finance Committee meeting also on March 30 at 3:30 p.m. 

Mr. O’Hara will be able to attend both of those meetings. 

 

Executive Session 

Mr. O’Hara adjourned the work/study meeting at 9:10 p.m. for approximately 10 minutes for an 

executive session to discuss the performance of a public employee.  The executive session was 

adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  The work/study meeting was reconvened at 9:20 p.m. and adjourned by 

consensus at 9:22 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

__________________________________   ATTEST:___________________________ 

John A. Polm, Jr., Secretary     Nathanael O’Hara, Board Chair 
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