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TAPE 1, SIDE A

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Port Townsend School District was called to order at 6:00
p.m. by Board Chair Loren Monroe at the Lincoln Building, 450 Fir Street, Port Townsend, WA.  Present
were Board members Loren Monroe, John Eissinger, Tracy Reinhart and Beth Young.  The board
reviewed the self-assessment form and discussed Board positions.  The Board went into Executive
Session at 7:00 p.m. with Superintendent Opstad, where they discussed personnel issues.  The Board
reconvened at 7:30 p.m.  Also present were staff, community members, and a member of the press.

Tracy Reinhart led the Pledge of Allegiance in honor of Pearl Harbor Day and Bill of Rights Day.

Board Chair Loren Monroe thanked members of the Board, as well as staff members Steve McIntire and
Rosanne Butler for their assistance during his three-year tenure as Board Chair.

Superintendent Opstad administered the Oath of Office to John Eissinger, Director District 1.

As per Board Policy 1210: Annual Reorganization of the Board, Board Secretary Thomas Opstad called
for nominations for the position of Board Chair.  Beth Young nominated John Eissinger.  Tracy Reinhart
seconded the motion.  Mr. Opstad called for other nominations.  Hearing none he conducted a roll call
vote:  Loren Monroe – yes, Beth Young – yes, Tracy Reinhart – yes, and John Eissinger – yes.

John Eissinger presided over the remainder of the meeting as Board Chair.  Mr. Eissinger called for
nominations for the position of Vice Chair.  Tracy Reinhart nominated Beth Young.  Loren Monroe
seconded the nomination, which carried 4-0.

Mr. Eissinger called for nominations for Auditor of Accounts Payable.  Beth Young nominated Rita E.
Beebe.  There was no second, and the nomination was withdrawn.  Beth Young made a motion that Tracy
Reinhart and Loren Monroe share the duties of Auditor of Accounts Payable.  John Eissinger seconded
the motion, which carried 4-0.

Mr. Eissinger called for nominations for Legislative Representative.  Beth Young nominated Rita E.
Beebe.  Loren Monroe seconded the nomination, which carried 4-0.

The following correspondence was received:
1. Letter received from Weezie Jenkins, teacher at Mt. View Elementary, about the National Council

of Teachers Mathematics Conference she attended November 10-12, 2005.
2. E-mail received from Russ and Jessie Hoover regarding the confidentiality of WASL scores.
3. Letter received from David Christensen offering kudos to the Port Townsend School District for

celebrating academic excellence.

The Board reviewed the minutes of the November 28, 2005, Regular Board Meeting.  Beth Young made a
motion to approve the minutes of the November 28, 2005, Regular Board Meeting.  Tracy Reinhart
seconded the motion, which carried 4-0.

The Board reviewed the Agenda and revised Consent Agenda.  Beth Young stated that Accounts Payable
were in order.  Tracy Reinhart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Beth Young seconded the
motion, which carried 4-0.

Included in the consent agenda were: 1) Accounts Payable as of December 12, 2005; 2) Payroll –
November, 2005; 3) Recommend the employment of Darryl Hrenko for the 1.0 FTE Science leave
replacement position for the remainder of the 2005-06 school year; 4) Approve request for Family and
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Medical maternity/child rearing leave of absence for Connie Lander, .5 FTE Kindergarten teacher,
effective February 27, 2006 through June 16, 2006; 5) Accept the resignation of Miriam Mach as Grant
Street Site Council Representative effective immediately; 6) Accept the resignation of Norman Kirk,
Boys’ Soccer Coach for the 2005-06 school year; 7) Recommend Isaac Frost as volunteer coach for the
Boys’ Basketball “C” team for the 2005-06 school year; 8) Approve Darlene Quayle to attend the OSPI
January Conference, January 18-19, 2006, in Seattle, WA; 9) Approve Anita Fraser to attend the NW
Symposium for AAC Aids, Devices and Systems, February 2-4, 2006, in Edmonds, WA; 10) Approve
Mark Decker to attend the National Association of Secondary School Principals’ Conference, March 16-
20, 2006, in Reno, NV; 11) Request to surplus an offset press currently stored at Port Townsend High
School that is nonfunctional and of no value to the district; 12) Accept the donation of $3,500.00 from
Port Townsend Rotary for use to create a climbing wall at Blue Heron Middle School; 13) Accept the
donation of $3,500.00 from an anonymous donor for use to create a climbing wall at Blue Heron Middle
School; 14) Accept the donation of a Dennon Audio Center, valued at $250.00, and two Sony televisions,
valued at $250.00 each, from Paul Lutus, for use in the Port Townsend High School Video Production
and Photography classes; 15) Approve the agreement between WASA and Port Townsend School
District, for WASA to provide a management and operational review (management audit) of aspects of
the district operations as specified in the agreement.

Public Comments were given by the following individuals in which they expressed concerns over
publicly recognizing students at Mt. View for passing the 4th grade WASL during an assembly, while the
students who did not pass the WASL were asked to applaud them:  Tim Arthur, Russ Hoover, and
Gordon King.  Letters were also submitted to the Board from Leisl Slabaugh, Annemarie Mende and
Richard Davies supporting the same position.

Mr. Eissinger stated that this issue would be discussed at the next regular board meeting on January 9,
2006.

Frank Brou reported on the Comprehensive Assessment Schedule for the 2005-2006 school year.
Discussion followed regarding the amount of time students are pulled out of classroom instruction for test
taking.  The Board also asked how colleges are using WASL scores.  Mr. Brou stated that colleges are not
currently using WASL scores, however OSPI does provide a certificate of academic achievement on the
student’s transcript if the student meets or exceeds expectations in all four areas of the 10th grade WASL.
Mr. Brou further stated that the WASL is not a good predictor of how well students will do in college.
The 10th grade WASL is considered the basic knowledge needed to graduate; however students will
continue to learn in their junior and senior years.  Mr. Brou clarified the individual writing assessment in
the elementary grades, and stated that fifth grade students are shown a writing portfolio of their work
from first through fifth grade so that they can see how much their writing has improved.

Superintendent Opstad and Frank Brou reported on the WERA conference.  Mr. Opstad spoke about the
feature speaker, who has spent 30 years studying educational changes.  He stated that as changes to
instruction are made in the next 3-5 years it would be essential to work with the community and building
leaders to facilitate changes.  Mr. Opstad attended breakout sessions on writing and math.  Mr. Brou
attending a workshop on writing, and will share the information he learned with teachers.

TAPE 1, SIDE B

Superintendent Opstad updated the Board on the preparations for the Study and Survey.  Mr. Opstad
stated that he met with Tom Bates and Bob Wolpert from BLRB Architects today.  Also attending the
meeting were Steve McIntire, Julian Ray and Germaine Arthur.  This was an informational meeting, and a
broad schedule was discussed.  Mr. Opstad stated that enrollment has declined by 20% since 1999.  He
will gather information about the district’s facilities and send it to BLRB, who will send a team to the



REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
December 12, 2005
Page 3

district in February and March.  Mr. Opstad is interested in establishing a team including community
members to participate in the study, and come to the Board in the spring with recommendations.  Mr.
Opstad felt that the meeting with the architects went well, and that they were very knowledgeable.

Superintendent Opstad updated the Board on the WASA review.  WASA will send a team of consultants
to review the administration of the district, and Mr. Opstad hopes the report will be finalized by February
or March of 2006.

Superintendent Opstad updated the Board on the status of the Port Townsend High School’s ranking with
the WIAA.  Last week PTHS was classified 1A.  This week PTHS is classified 2A.  WIAA stated they
forgot to include a school in 1A, and since PTHS was the top 1A school, it bumped them to 2A.  Mr.
Opstad stated that the high school should anticipate being in 2A for the next four years.  He also stated
that Russ Hickman was attending an Athletic Director’s meeting to discuss whom PTHS will now play.
There is still a possibility to do something similar to the old Olympic League.

Steve McIntire reported on the Technology Levy purchases made in the past three years.  The collection
period ended in November 2005.  Mr. McIntire stated that 59% of the funds were used to purchase
hardware (computers and servers), 23% on peripherals (data projectors, smart boards, digital cameras),
10% on software, and 8% on other items (such as network cabling.)  There is currently $107,689.62
unspent in the Tech Levy account, along with an additional $4,325.40 in interest.  Julian has scheduled
purchases that will use up some of that money.  The Technology Committee has begun to discuss how to
plan a reserve for future repairs and maintenance.  The next Technology Committee meeting is scheduled
for February.  Discussion followed about the logistics and costs of stringing fiber optics between the
district facilities, and the possibility of working in a public/private partnership with others to bring down
the cost of fiber optics.

Superintendent Opstad presented the December enrollment.  Enrollment was down 2.5 FTE from
November.  Mr. Opstad still anticipates having an average enrollment for the year of 1450, which is well
above the conservative amount budgeted.

Superintendent Opstad presented the Calendar of Events.  He commented that the winter concerts last
week were outstanding, and very well attended.

The following policies were brought for first review:

Policy 4315: Release of Information Concerning Sexual and Kidnapping Offenders.  There were no
changes recommended.  This policy will be brought back for second review at the next meeting.

Policy 4320: Cooperative Programs with Other Districts and Public Agencies.  There were no changes
recommended.  This policy will be brought back for second review at the next meeting.

Policy 4330: Cooperation with Private and Parochial Schools and Day Care Agencies.  There were no
changes recommended.  This policy will be brought back for second review at the next meeting.

Policy 4260/4620P: Use of School Facilities was brought for third review.  Superintendent Opstad stated
that he is working on a fee schedule based on covering actual utility costs, based on classroom “units.”
He stated that based on this formula some rents would be higher than last year, but per hour costs would
be down.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Opstad recommended that all groups planning ongoing events
should meet with him before scheduling, so the group clearly understands the fee schedule.  He also
stated that he would need to look further at the rental rates for computer labs and kitchens.  Mr. Opstad
will send a copy of the final draft of the fee schedule to the Board in a weekly update.

TAPE 2, SIDE A
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Superintendent Opstad said that some facility use bills would be sent out this month that are based on
calendar year usage.

The Board discussed the WASA/WSSDA Legislative Conference.  Rita E. Beebe will be unable to attend
the conference, so Tracy Reinhart volunteered to go as an alternate.

Mr. Eissinger stated that the December 29, 2005, Board meeting will be for accounts payable only, and
will be held at 12:00 noon in the Business Office.  Tracy Reinhart stated she will audit accounts payable
for the December 29th meeting.

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 8:40 p.m.

All letters, resolutions, and pertinent information referred to within may be found in the Supplemental
File as if fully set forth within.

Respectfully submitted,

                                                                  ATTEST:                                                                  
Thomas A. Opstad, Superintendent John Eissinger, Board Chairman


