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The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Port Townsend School District was called to order at 6:00
p.m. by Board Chair John Eissinger at the Lincoln Building, 450 Fir Street, Port Townsend, WA.  Present
were Board members John Eissinger, Beth Young, Loren Monroe and Tracy Reinhart.  Also present were
Superintendent Tom Opstad and Business Manager Steve McIntire.  The group discussed budget planning
for the 2007-2008 school year.  The Board went into Executive Session at 7:00 p.m. where they discussed
personnel issues.  The regular meeting reconvened at 7:30 p.m.  Also present were staff and community
members.

Board members shared “What’s Good in the District.”  Beth Young commended student Forest Little for
obtaining the rank of Eagle Scout, and noted that the Blue Heron Middle School track team had a great
turnout.  Tracy Reinhart expressed appreciation for the Freddy Pink fundraiser coordinated by Henery
Hardware, which raised over $4,000.00 for high school sports.  John Eissinger said he was looking
forward to Senior Presentations again this year.  He said that this is his sixth year doing it, and the
presentations have gotten better each year.  Tom Opstad said that he has been talking with students, staff
and community members and has been impressed with their great ideas about facilities.  Mr. Opstad also
said that Tim Behrenfeld’s science class has taken on a class project to design a “green” high school.
Steve McIntire was happy to report that the high school junior varsity baseball team is finally playing
ball, after several weather delays.

Superintendent Opstad read a letter from the Jefferson County Public Health Department commending
Mark Sperrazza and the Blue Heron Middle School cafeteria staff for their excellent compliance with
food safety regulations.  The Public Health Department also presented the Blue Heron cafeteria with a
certificate of outstanding achievement.

There was no Correspondence.

The Board reviewed the minutes of the April 9, 2007, regular board meeting and the April 16, 2007,
work/study session.  Beth Young noted an error in the April 9, 2007, minutes.  On page two, paragraph
four it should read “The full report will be presented at the April 23, 2007, Board meeting.”  Beth Young
made a motion to approve both the minutes of the April 9, 2007, regular board meeting as corrected, and
the April 16, 2007, work/study session.  Loren Monroe seconded the motion, which carried 4-0.

The Board reviewed the Agenda and the Revised Consent Agenda.  Corrections were made on the
consent agenda on personnel item 2.2 and on travel requests item 3.2.  Tracy Reinhart made a motion to
approve the revised consent agenda.  Beth Young seconded the motion, which carried 4-0.

Included in the Consent Agenda were: 1) Accounts Payable as of April 23, 2007; 2) Accept the
resignation of Tom Kent, Assistant Principal, High School, effective the end of the 2006-07 school year,
contingent on Board approval for employment in the 1.0 Physical Education position at Blue Heron
Middle School for the 2007-08 school year; 3) Accept the resignation of Patrick Amato, Manager of
Facilities Services, effective April 17, 2007; 4) Accept the resignation of 0.4 FTE from Jaimee Hartley,
Special Education Preschool teacher effective April 9, 2007, through the remainder of the 2006-07 school
year; 5) Accept the resignation of Jaimee Hartley, Special Education Preschool teacher effective the end
of the 2006-07 school year; 6) Accept the resignation of Russ Hickman, High School teacher and Athletic
Director effective the end of the 2006-07 school year; 7) Recommend Carol Light for the 1.0 FTE 8th
Grade Language Arts/Social Studies position at Blue Heron Middle School for the 2007-08 school year;
8) Recommend Tom Kent for the 1.0 FTE Physical Education position at Blue Heron Middle School for
the 2007-08 school year; 10) Recommend Tom Kent for the supplemental position of Middle School
Athletic Coordinator for the 2007-08 school year; 11) Approve Kim Clarke, 21 students and four
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chaperones to attend the Northwest Jazz Band Festival May 4-5, 2007, in Gresham, OR; 12) Approve
Connie Welch, 25 students and six chaperones to attend the Pioneer Farms overnight experience, May 5-
7, 4-5, 2007, in Eatonville, WA; 13) Accept the donation of $4307.00 to the Port Townsend High School
ASB athletic reserve account, which was raised through a concert fundraiser coordinated by Henery
Hardware.

During Public Comments Tom Thiersch questioned why the emails he had sent the school board were not
listed as correspondence on the Board Agenda.  Mr. Thiersch also spoke about Policy 4310 and Policy
3421.  Mr. Thiersch recommended the Board tread carefully when quoting an RCW in policy, so that the
language is not changed.  Finally Mr. Thiersch commended the Board for reversing the decision to punish
the student athletes involved in the party incident where there was alleged drinking; however he stated the
Board should give the students a formal written apology.

During Board Member Comments Tracy Reinhart noted that Mr. Thiersch’s correspondence was received
by the Board in the previous week’s weekly update from the Superintendent.  Superintendent Opstad said
that he thought it was better to send correspondence on to the Board in a timely manner, rather than hold
it for the next Board meeting.  John Eissinger encouraged Mr. Thiersch to provide additional detail
regarding his concerns via an email to the Board.

Superintendent Opstad presented a Title II and Title V update.  Mr. Opstad said that Title IIA had
previously been used for both class size reduction and professional development.  He plans to move all of
those funds to professional development next year.  Title IID has dwindled to $3,000.00 this year.  Title
IID is used to support instruction with technology and/or provide professional development in the area of
technology integration.  Mr. Opstad stated that Title V funds have decreased to $2,100.00.  Last year the
funds were used to help support the classified library position at Mt. View.  Mr. Opstad stated that he
would like Board approval to use the Title V funds for this year were used to purchase the Rosetta Stone
curriculum at Blue Heron Middle School.  In subsequent years Mr. Opstad plans to cycle the Title V
funds to each building, with the high school getting those funds next year.  Beth Young made a motion to
approve the use of Title V funds to purchase the Rosetta Stone curriculum for use at Blue Heron Middle
School, and to rotate the funds to the high school next year.  Loren Monroe seconded the motion, which
carried 4-0.

Carrie Ehrhardt presented a Winter Sports Update.  Ms. Ehrhardt also brought a final report for the Fall
Sports season.  Discussion followed.  Tracy Reinhart requested that she receive a paper copy of all Power
Point presentations, as she finds the projected image sometimes difficult to read.  Ms. Reinhart also
recommended that additional paper copies of these presentations be made available to the audience, so
they can follow along.

TAPE 1, SIDE B

Beth Young asked when the next athletics interest survey will come out, and whether the current 8th

graders will be surveyed.  Superintendent Opstad stated the survey will include 8th graders, and
recommended that the survey be done online, for ease in compiling responses.

Superintendent Opstad reminded the Board that there is a community meeting scheduled for Thursday,
May 3, 2007, from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. at Blue Heron Middle School Commons.  This meeting is to
discuss facilities options with the community.

Grant Street Principal Steve Finch presented the proposed fees for All Day Kindergarten for the 2007-08
school year.  He stated that organization changes at Grant Street have allowed a reduction in expenses,
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and the proposed fees are less than this year’s fees.  After discussion Loren Monroe made a motion to
approve All Day Kindergarten Fees for the 2007-08 school year.  Beth Young seconded the motion,
which carried 4-0.

Dr. Finch also presented the proposal for Preschool Fees for the 2007-08 school year.  There are no
changes anticipated in preschool fees for next year.  Tracy Reinhart made a motion to approve the
Preschool Fees for the 2007-08 school year.  Loren Monroe seconded the motion, which carried 4-0.

Superintendent Opstad presented the Student Fees for the 2007-08 school year.  He mentioned that with
the increase in the Levy, the district chose to make some decreases in fees.  At the high school, the sports
fee would change, equalizing all sports to $55.00. At Blue Heron Middle School the materials fee would
be reduced to $10.00/year, and the sports fee would be reduced to $50.00 per sport.  Mr. Opstad noted
that Mt. View has proposed an increase in the fee for swimming from $7.50 to $10.00, and this reflects
the actual costs incurred to provide swimming instruction.  After discussion Beth Young made a motion
to approve the Student Fees for the 2007-08 school year.  Loren Monroe seconded the motion, which
carried 4-0.

Superintendent Opstad presented the meal prices proposed for the 2007-08 school year and noted that
they would remain the same.  Tracy Reinhart made a motion to approve the meal prices for the 2007-08
school year.  Beth Young seconded the motion, which carried 4-0.

Steve McIntire presented the March Budget Status report.  Discussion followed.  Mr. McIntire noted that
the bus the district has been expecting still hasn’t arrived, and that he was planning to follow-up to get an
estimated arrival time.  He also commented that he has been told about an online site (approved by the
auditor’s office) where districts can surplus unwanted equipment.  Mr. McIntire stated he would further
investigate this site.

Superintendent Opstad presented the calendar for the 2007-08 school year and recommended approval.
Discussion followed.  Tracy Reinhart made a motion to approve the calendar for the 2007-08 school year.
Loren Monroe seconded the motion, which carried 4-0.

Tracy Reinhart was excused at 7:40 p.m.

Superintendent Opstad presented the Calendar of Events for the rest of the school year.  Two corrections
were noted for ICE events.

Superintendent Opstad presented the enrollment for April 2007.  Discussion followed about the decrease
in Running Start participation.

The following policies were brought for second review:
• 3421/3421P: Child Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation Prevention
• 5280/5280P: Termination of Employment
• 5281/5281P: Disciplinary Action and Discharge
• 5310: Compensation
• 5315/5315/P: Garnishment and Personal Credit Problems
• 5404: Family Leave
• 5406/5406P: Leave Sharing

On Policy 3421, discussion followed about the need to clarify reporting of suspected abuse.  Mr. Opstad
stated he would check that child abuse, neglect and exploitation are legally defined terms, and to be sure
that the language in the reporting form (Appendix A) matches the language in the procedure.
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Mr. Opstad stated that there were legislative changes that will affect both Policies 5404 and 5406.  He
recommended that the Board hold both of these policies until WSSDA provides new guidance via Policy
News.

Mr. Opstad stated that Policy 5310: Compensation is an optional policy, which is not currently in use in
the district.

During Board Announcements Beth Young reported on the WSSDA Regional Meeting held April 21,
2007, in Joyce.

• WSSDA representative Quentin Goodrich spoke about the Washington State Quality Award
process that WSSDA recently completed in preparation for the state performance audit.
Discussion followed about the possibility of the district also doing this process to prepare for their
audit.

• WSSDA will implement a Poster Session at the WSSDA Annual Conference in November.  She
suggested the district consider entering a poster discussing Grant Street School’s school
improvement plan/early release Wednesdays.

• Linda Lamb from the State Board of Education spoke about the restructuring of the State Board.

TAPE 2, SIDE B

John Eissinger announced the WSSDA Annual Conference will be held at the Seattle Westin November
14-17, 2007.  Registration for the conference opens on May 1st.  Mr. Eissinger requested that Board
members let Rosanne Butler know if they plan to attend, so she can make reservations early.

Mr. Eissinger commented that a second joint work/study session with the Port Townsend City Council is
being planned.  Ms. Butler will notify the Board when all of the details have been confirmed.

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

                                                                  ATTEST:                                                                  
Thomas A. Opstad, Superintendent John Eissinger, Board Chairman


