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Board Chair Beth Young called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  Present:  John Eissinger, Rita E Beebe,
Bobby DuBois, Beth Young and Superintendent Tom Opstad.  Also present: staff, students and
community members.  Anne Burkart arrived at 6:04 p.m.

During the work/study session the board conversed with High School Principal Carrie Ehrhardt and Vice
Principal Patrick Kane.  Topics included: enrollment, class size, drama club, vocational classes, proposed
“Core 24” recommendation and how it would impact the high school, new Maritime Program at high
school and the division of Athletic Director duties.

The meeting was recessed for Executive Session at 7:00 p.m., at which time the Board reviewed the
qualifications of an applicant for public employment.

The board returned from Executive Session at 7:20 p.m., the meeting reconvened at 7:30 p.m.  Also
present student board member Kerri Evalt.

The board shared “What’s Good in the District”
Rita Beebe:
• Enjoyed the presentation at Grant Street on composting.  Both students and parents are very excited

about it.
• Has seen the Green Design posters appearing around town and has received positive feedback from

community members
• Enjoyed the PTHS football game vs. Lake Chelan that was played at Blue Heron, due to a scheduling

conflict at Memorial Field.  Event was very well handled.
• Looking forward to the Port Townsend Education Foundation’s pancake breakfast on October 17th at

Blue Heron, as well as the Grant Street PTA Silent Auction in January.
John Eissinger:
• He was able to go to a football game in shorts and be warm!
Bobby DuBois:
• It was a good start to the school year.  The accommodations at Blue Heron for additional students are

great, and he appreciated that David Herrington wrote a letter in the Leader about the help provided
by local contractors to meet our goals to have space ready by start of school.

• Pleased that fall sports participation is strong – especially girls’ sports.
• Noticed that the 2010 Grad Night parents are already busy.
Anne Burkart:
• Spoke to members of the community who are working to help the district with communications.

Several community members are hosting coffees in people’s homes and have invited small groups
including teachers and staff.

• Both Grant Street and Blue Heron parents that she’s spoken with have been pleased at the smooth
transition this year.

Tom Opstad:
• Reported that Candice Cosler delivered the first shipment of locally grown organic produce to Port

Townsend High School today.
• Pleased to see the “Green School Design” architectural exhibit at Elevated Ice Cream.
• There are great speakers planned for the October Showcase on Green Design, and one of the venues

is the new Northwest Maritime Center, which is a LEED Gold building.  Complimented Julie
Jablonski for her great work on the project.

• Welcomed Kerri Evalt as the new ASB student board member this year.  She will rotate duties with
Brynne Gambill.

• Submitted grant request for new playground equipment for Blue Heron.
Steve McIntire:
• The football game on Friday night was one of the best he’s announced, with our team beating the

#10 ranked team in the state.
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Beth Young:
• Community members have shared their observations with her that Mark Decker’s leadership has

been positively noted, and that older students at Blue Heron seem to be helping the younger ones.
• Was pleased to see that Bruce Cowan was able to teach choir on stage in a very busy commons.

Correspondence was received from the planning committee of the Farm-to-Cafeteria Conference inviting
board members to attend the conference November 5th at the Jamestown Tribal Community Center in
Blyn.  The committee also requested that the district be listed as a sponsor for the conference.

The board reviewed the minutes of September 14, 2009 regular school board meeting.  Motion to approve
was made by John Eissinger and seconded by Rita Beebe.  Ms. Beebe noted two corrections needed in the
minutes: On page three, the last bullet under Health Benefits and Salary Schedules the word “annually”
should be struck.  On page four, under Kindergarten Update, paragraph two, line 5, the date should be
corrected to October 5th.  A motion to approve the minutes as corrected was made by Anne Burkart and
seconded by Rita E. Beebe.  Motion carried 5-0.

The board reviewed the agenda, and noted there were no changes.  A motion to approve the consent
agenda was made by John Eissinger and seconded by Rita Beebe.  Motion carried 5-0.

Included in the Consent Agenda were: 1) Recommend Judith Dobszinsky for the .85 FTE Leave
Replacement Language Arts /Social Studies/Reading position at Blue Heron Middle School for the 2009-
10 SY; 2) Recommend an increase for Bruce Cowan from .50 FTE to .581 FTE Choir, Grades 3-
5/General Music, for the 2009-10 school year; 3) Accept the resignation of Maureen Jacobsen,
Paraeducator of 2.30 hours at Blue Heron Middle School, effective September 14, 2009; 4) Recommend
Chris Montgomery as 4.25 Hours/Day Bus Driver for the 2009-2010 school year, effective September 8,
2009; 5) Recommend Colleen Jensen as 4.0 Hours/Day Bus Driver for the 2009-10 SY; 6) Recommend
Nicole Coates as 4.0 Hours/Day Paraeducator, Grant Street Elementary, for the 2009-10 school year; 7)
Recommend Brenda Lombardy as 2.30 Hours/Day Paraeducator, Blue Heron Middle School, for the
2009-10 school year; 8) Recommend Bruce Cowan as Choir, Grade 3-5/General Music teacher for the
2009-10 SY; 9) Recommend Christina Carpentier for the Blue Heron 6-8 Drama position for the 2009-10
SY; 10) Recommend Tanya Rublaitus for the position of Mentorship Coordinator for the 2009-10 SY; 11)
Recommend Jim Guthrie for the position of Field Trip Coordinator for the 2009-2010 SY; 12)
Recommend Jennifer Nielsen for the position of Running Start Senior Culminating Seminar Project
Coordinator for the 2009-10 SY; 13) Recommend Kathleen Burgett for the position of Job Shadow
Coordinator for the 2009-10 SY; 14) Recommend Darlene Quayle for the Senior Presentation
Coordinator for the 2009-10 SY; 15) Recommend Jeanette Parker to assist Kevin Sanford with Athletic
Director duties at the high school for the 2009-10 SY; 16) Recommend Kathy Cavette to assist Kevin
Sanford with Athletic Director duties at the high school for the 2009-10 SY; 17) Approve Mary Stolaas to
attend the Washington Library Media Association Conference October 9-10, 2009, in Yakima, WA; 18)
Approve Jennifer Nielsen, Jim Guthrie and two students to attend the production of Oliver! October 9-11,
2009, in Walnut Creek, CA; 19) Accept the donation from Gerald Q. Barnhart of supplies valued at
$251.00, as well as $500.00 for use as scholarships at Blue Heron Middle School; 20) Approve the
agreement between Port Townsend School District and Puget Sound ESD  (PSESD) for PSESD to host
the district’s Follett Destiny products from October 1, 2009 through August 31, 2010; 21) Approve the
agreement between Port Townsend School District and Chimacum School District for Food Services
Management for the 2009-10 school year.

Public Comments:
• Candice Cosler spoke about the Farm-to-Cafeteria Conference November 5th in Blyn, and expressed

enthusiasm about working with students in school gardens, stating, “if they grow it they will eat it.”
She especially invited Superintendent Opstad, Mark Sperrazza and Steve Finch to attend the
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conference.  She also requested the district be listed as a sponsor on the conference fliers, and
clarified that this would carry no monetary support.

• Tom Thiersch commented that outsourcing food service is something he has recommended for some
time, and noted that outsourcing and local sourcing of produce are not incompatible.  He also stated
that although he appreciates the complexity of juggling scheduling at the high school, there should
be computer software that could streamline the process.  Found the notion of offering more variety of
classes at the high school by bringing in Chimacum interesting, but was curious about how the
funding would work.  He also asked for a timeline for the final cost accounting of installing the new
modular classrooms/portable at Blue Heron.

Board Member Comments:
• Rita E. Beebe:

o Has observed that Grant Street kids love composting, and that local farmers pick it up regularly.
o  Stated that the next East Jefferson Educational Partnership (EJEP) meeting is scheduled for

November 4th at Port Townsend.  The discussion between school boards and superintendents in
East Jefferson County is just beginning to discuss shared programming options.

• Bobby DuBois:
o  Is in support of locally sourced food, and recommended that the district sponsor the Farm-to-

Cafeteria conference.
o Has written a computer program for auto scheduling, and noted that they are useful.
o Spoke about the upcoming EJEP meeting, and the possibilities for sharing services/programs.

• Anne Burkart:
o Stated she hoped that the building principals can attend the next EJEP meeting.  It is important

to keep the dialog moving forward, especially when the state legislature is discussing the need
for bigger districts.

• Beth Young:
o  Requested that the Superintendent determine when the cost information of the modular

installation at Blue Heron will be available.
o Stated that there are many issues to resolve before combining districts.

Reports of the Superintendent:
Mr. Opstad presented Resolution 09-18: Authorizing PTSD to Participate in the 2009 Revision of the
Jefferson County-City of Port Townsend Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan, and recommended approval.
Motion to approve made by John Eissinger and seconded by Rita E. Beebe.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Opstad reported on the following:
• Class sizes, which are good overall.  Some classes in overload.
• Fall sports participation.  Discussion followed about the possibility of reinstating middle school

football for next year.  It was noted that the deadline to submit a petition to reinstate is January 1st.
• A plan to develop a fundraising brief.  He will bring it to the board and post it on the website for

reference.
• An update on procuring playground equipment at Blue Heron.  He hopes to have equipment in the

next six weeks.  He’s talked with the 4th and 5th grade students, who are creating a survey to collect
data on preferred colors for the playground equipment.  They will then graph the results.

• Emergency drills at the high school.  The earthquake drill held last Monday went well.

TAPE 2, SIDE A

Steve McIntire presented the preliminary end of year fund balance report.  The group discussed items that
were allocated in the 2008-09 school year, but have not yet been spent.  Bobby DuBois questioned the
reason for replacing computers due to move, as well as the cost of the firewall.  Discussion also followed
about stringing fiber optic lines on Puget Sound Energy’s power poles.

Mr. Opstad reported on the plan to set a sale of surplus district property in November.
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Mr. Opstad presented the PTEA contract for the 2009-2011 school years for approval.  He stated that
there were few changes and that the union has ratified the contract.  Motion to approve made by John
Eissinger and seconded by Anne Burkart.  After discussion, the motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Opstad presented the Calendar of Events.  Two additional items were noted; October 10th SAT exam
at 8:00 a.m. at PTHS, and the Port Townsend Education Foundation pancake breakfast on Saturday,
October 17th at Blue Heron.

Policy Review:
Policy 4129/4129: Family Involvement was brought for approval.  Mr. Opstad stated that he added the
legal references from Policy 4130, as there were no references in the WSSDA 4129 policy.  He also
removed the language “board shall” in the procedure and instead listed the responsibilities of the board.
Motion to approve made by Rita E. Beebe and seconded by Anne Burkart.  Motion carried 5-0.

Policy 4130/4130P: Title I Family Involvement was brought for deletion.  Information in this
policy/procedure are now found in policy 4129/4129P.  Motion to approve made by Rita E. Beebe and
seconded by Anne Burkart.  Motion carried 5-0.

Board Member Announcements:
• The board discussed district strategic goals.
• Rita E. Beebe stated she plans to attend the WSSDA Regional Meeting on October 3rd in Joyce, WA.
• John Eissinger stated that he will be absent from the November 9th board meeting.
• Anne Burkart requested that her report on the WSSDA Legislative Assembly be tabled until October

26th, and recommended it be part of the 6:00 p.m. work/study session.
• The final WSSDA Strategic Planning meeting is scheduled for Saturday, October 24th.  At that time

the plan is to summarize goals and review action plans based on those goals.  Mr. Opstad will report
periodically on the district’s progress in attaining the goals set.

• The joint dinner meeting with the Chimacum School Board has been confirmed for Friday, October
30th at 5:00 p.m.  The location is to be determined.

• Anne Burkart announced that she will be out of town October 1-21st, and that Bobby DuBois will
review financials in her absence.

• Beth Young cannot attend the October 24th Strategic Planning meeting; Anne Burkart will be
unavailable October 1 thru the 21st.

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 9:25 p.m.

All letters, resolutions, and pertinent information referred to within may be found in the Supplemental
File as if fully set forth within.

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________ ATTEST: _____________________________
Thomas A. Opstad, Superintendent Beth Young, Chairman


