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Board Chair Bobby DuBois called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.  Present:  Bobby DuBois, Beth Young, 
Anne Burkart and Jennifer James-Wilson.  Also present were Superintendent Gene Laes, staff and community 
members. 
 
The board discussed “What’s Good in the District:” 
• Ms. James-Wilson attended Hoop Fest in Spokane June 24-26 and saw a number of Port Townsend 

students participating.  She also noted that two PTHS students were acknowledged by and participated 
with the Seattle Symphony at their concert on June 17, 2011, at McCurdy Pavilion. 

• Ms. Burkart stated that the foreign exchange student here from Argentina appreciated the graduation 
ceremony, which is much different than graduation in his home country. 

• Mr. DuBois said he is pleased to learn about the number of graduating seniors who are moving on to some 
sort of higher education.  He also commented on the Board Retreat held on June 23, 2011, saying it was 
very productive. 

• Mr. Laes commented on the good working relationship he feels administration has with both of the 
bargaining units in this district. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
The board reviewed the agenda.  Mr. DuBois asked that Item 2.6 under Classified Supplemental “Accept 
resignation of Bobby DuBois as High School Fastpitch Coach,” be removed from the consent agenda and 
placed on the regular agenda, as he will have to recuse himself that item.  A motion to approve the agenda as 
amended was made by Ms. Young and seconded by Ms. Burkart seconded.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
The following correspondence was received: 
• A letter from Russ Grove of Beaver Bay Campground congratulating the 8th grade students for their 

outstanding and courteous behavior. 
• A letter from Jefferson County Public Health commending the food service program for exemplary food 

safety practices. 
• An email from Joey Johnson concerning Middle School sports. 
 
Public comments were heard from: 
Brian Metke: 
• Presented some math books to Principal Ehrhardt 
• Encouraged the board to finalize the strategic plan, and offered his assistance. 

Tom Thiersch: 
• Stated that the questions he raised at the June 13th meeting have not been answered, i.e. the completion 

date for strategic plan and the tech plan. 
• Pointed out that Policy 3245 on the agenda tonight does not reflect the changes agreed upon at the 

February 9, 2011, board meeting.  Section E should have been removed entirely. 
• Stated he feels the board should have asked for budget extensions to be approved this school year due to 

the reduction in fund balance. 
 

The following meeting minutes were brought for approval: 
• May 23, 2011.  Ms. James-Wilson asked that abbreviations such as CTE be spelled out the first time for 

clarification.  She also noted under Administrative Reports for the High School, it didn’t specify what the 
full-time intervention/prevention program next year would be for.  It should say “full-time drug and 
alcohol intervention/prevention program.” Motion to approve the minutes as corrected was made by Ms. 
Burkart, and seconded by Ms. Young.  Motion carried 5-0. 

• June 13, 2011.  A motion to approve was made by Ms. Young.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
The board reviewed the consent agenda.  It was determined no one had reviewed Accounts Payable in Ms. 
Carlson’s absence.  Ms. Burkart made a motion to remove the consent agenda, recess later in the meeting, 
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review AP, and then approve.  Ms. James-Wilson seconded.  Motion carried 4-0.    Mr. DuBois recused 
himself and handed the gavel to Ms. James-Wilson to act upon his resignation as High School Fastpitch 
Coach.  Ms. Young made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. DuBois as High School Fastpitch Coach.  
Ms. Burkart seconded the motion, which carried 3-0.  Mr. DuBois then returned as board chair. 
 
New Business: 
• Approval of Resolution 11-04:  RIF Classified Staff for the 2011-12 SY.  Ms. Burkart asked for 

clarification, as the RIFs had already taken place.  Mr. Laes said certificated RIF’s must have the 
resolution passed first, but that is not the case with classified staff.  The district has complied with the 
terms of the bargaining agreement for classified staff.  Ms. Burkart moved to adopt Resolution 11-04.  Ms. 
Young seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. 

• Approval of Resolution 11-05:  Local loan for June 30th payroll.  Motion to approve Resolution 11-05 was 
made by Ms. Young and seconded by Ms. James-Wilson.  Motion carried 5-0. 

• Approve student fees for 2011-12 SY.  Principal Ehrhardt noted this year the fee for the first sport was 
raised from $50 to $75.  She also noted in Principal Decker’s absence that two fees at Blue Heron should 
be corrected.  Student planners should be $10 and uniforms $19.  Ms. James-Wilson asked how students 
are informed of scholarships or waivers that are available for the sports fees.  Ms. Ehrhardt explained and 
discussion followed.  Ms. Young made a motion to approve the student fees as amended. Ms. Burkart 
seconded the motion.  Ms. James-Wilson noted the difference in sports fees and activity fees and stated 
she would like to study ways to make those fees more equitable.  Mr. DuBois asked if the board wanted to 
amend the motion that had been made.  Ms. James-Wilson moved to amend the motion to approve the 
student fees by removing the sports and activity fees from the approval.  Ms. Burkart seconded.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  The board asked that approval of sports and activity fees be rescheduled for the July 25, 2011, 
regular board meeting. 

 
Administrative Reports: 
• Ms. Ehrhardt presented the PTHS Athletic Report.  Ms. Ehrhardt explained the spreadsheets for high 

school revenues/expenditures that was included in the board packet.  Discussion followed. 
• Ms. Ehrhardt presented a report on Title IX Equity in Sports.   Discussion followed. 
• Ms. Kent noted that the Learning Support Services offices have completed their move to the Blue Heron 

campus.  She also reported that the state has provided some funding for Highly Capable programs for the 
2011-12 school year, so a smaller program focused on math will be in place next year. 

Superintendent’s Report: 
• Mr. Laes noted that Todd Clawson has been hired as a Vice-Principal at a district in Eastern Washington. 
• Mr. Laes also responded to the questions Mr. Thiersch raised during public comments.  He explained that 

budget extensions are required if a district anticipates an increase in expenditures, but are not required for 
changes in revenues.  

• Mr. Laes reported on a meeting he had recently with Jeff Allen from the ESD concerning a draft 
technology plan.  A draft plan should be posted online by July 1st, and is scheduled for review by the board 
in late August. 

• Mr. Laes reported enrollment for the district in the 2010-11 SY has been above projections every month. 
• He stated that school start times may have to be amended pending the outcome of discussions with bus 

drivers concerning one or two bus runs. 
• He agreed that on policy 3245 it had been recommended that section E be struck. 
 
Ms. Khile presented the May Budget Status Report.  Discussion followed. 

 
Policy Review: 
• Policy 3245:  Students and Telecommunication Devices was brought for approval. Ms. Burkart made a 

motion to approve Policy 3245 with the correction of striking Section E and Ms. James-Wilson seconded.  
Mr. Thiersch noted that Section C and the new Section E do not have consistent wording.  Ms. Burkart 
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moved to amend the motion to approve with the correction of adding “or on school buses or vehicles 
provided by the district” to the new Section E.  Ms. Young seconded and the motion was carried 5-0. 

 
The meeting was recessed at 8:35 p.m. to review Accounts Payable.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:55 p.m.  
 
Accounts Payable were found to be in order. A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Ms. 
Burkart and seconded by Ms. Young.  Motion carried 4-0.  
 
Included on the consent agenda were: 1) Accounts Payable for June 27, 2011; 2) Payroll for May 2011; 3) 
Approval of Kathryne Kent as Director of Learning Support Services for the 2011-12 school year; 4) Accept 
the resignation of the following staff effective the end of the 2010-11 SY:  Jeanie Glaspell, .8 FTE Grant Street 
Counselor; Jayne Bradbury, .5 FTE High School Teacher; Barbara Henry, .8 FTE Music Teacher; Todd 
Clawson, High School Math Teacher; Ryan Moss, Head Coach of Port Townsend High School Girls’ Varsity 
Soccer team; 5) Approve the request to surplus two computers from the high school office that no longer work; 
6) Accept the donation from the PT Food Cooperative of 250 paper bags, valued at $30.00, for use by the 
fourth, fifth and multi-age OPEPO students at Blue Heron Middle School; 7) Accept the donation of $180.00 
in scholarships from Gerald and Kelly Anthony for 8th grade students who needed financial assistance to attend 
the Mt. St. Helens trip; 8) Accept the donation from Jefferson Healthcare of $500.00 to support the “Fit for 
Life” program at Blue Heron Middle School; 9) Accept the donation from SOS Printing of printing costs with 
the value of $7,089.04 to Port Townsend High School in the 2010-11 SY; 10) Approve the recommendation 
for Student Insurance for 2011-12 SY; 11) Approve the request for blanket approval for PTHS athletic and 
activity teams to travel to special events throughout the 2011-12 SY. 

Board Announcements: 
• WSSDA positions need to be sent back by August 19, 2011. 
• Ms. James-Wilson asked about the district not being taxed for fuel costs.  Discussion followed. 
• Mr. DuBois will not be at the July 25 board meeting. 
• Ms. James-Wilson asked about the Wellness Committee recommendations that were given to Mr. Finch. 
• Ms. James-Wilson asked about Strategic Plan.  Mr. Laes said he will compile the information and have 

something in writing by the July 25th meeting. 
• The July 11, 2011 board meeting will be mostly budget review. 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 9:03 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________________    ATTEST: ____________________________ 
Gene R. Laes, Superintendent         Bobby DuBois, Board Chair 
 


